From: Daniel Demsey <dan_demsey@hotmail.com>

Date: July 22, 2008 8:49:26 PM EDT (CA)

To: Neufeld Ronald <ron.neufeld@chee.queensu.ca>

Subject: Re: Queen's Medicine

Hey Ron,

I do have a few bits of advice for you to pass on.

First, there are a few credits to try and get in.  Biol102/103 is required

for most medical schools.  Taking the Biochem option of CHEE is a good idea

for  considering meds, as BIOL102/103 will count as a tech elective.  It is

available as a summer course which is when I took it.

There are a few medical schools that require a full english credit, and some

more that indicate they prefer it.  I took a first year english class in

fourth year and enjoyed it, and would recommend it to anyone who wants to

keep all their options open for all medical schools, though it is not

completely necessary.

UofAlberta requires a Biochemistry credit, such as BCHM315/316.  This is

also on the tech elective list for CHEE biochem option, however most medical

schools don't require it, so it's optional.

Other than that, all credit requirements should be met by the core program.

Extracurriculars are very important, though the relative weighting varies

from med school to med school (also, bear in mind there is a lot of hearsay

out there about medical school applications, so the most important thing is

to apply if you're interested and see what happens, not to get discouraged

because of some rumor).  There are volunteer positions at KGH available for

students, and I would definitely recommend those to anyone thinking about

meds.  Hospital experience is often important to interviewers.  These

positions are very popular with lifesci students, so apply early.

Aside from that, try to have as many different things on your resume as

possible, especially ones that look like more than a years commitment.  I

was on the Chem Eng Curriculum Committee, and was very involved with the

Queen's Vogue Charity Fashion Show.

MCAT - this is required for most medical schools.  Put the time into

studying and do well - especially make sure to give yourself enough time to

learn the Biology content and get the hang of the verbal reasoning section

(this takes practice) - your engineering background should have you well set

for the physical sciences section.  I used the Examkrackers complete study

guide, which I liked, and took an Oxford Seminars course, which I didn't.

References - three are required.  Two of mine were Chem Eng faculty, so I'd

recommend getting to know a few profs early on in your undergrad career so

they have something nice to saw about you.  My experience was that profs in

our faculty were much more eager to give references than those in life

sciences, likely because the life sci profs were getting thousands of

requests from their students.

Marks - try and get as high as you can.  My average was 78, and I just

squeaked by the cutoffs.  So that's your average take heart, but try and do

better if you can, it'll make the whole process less stressful.

Other than that, I would recommend looking for a few people in lifesci who

you know who are applying.  They tend to have access to a lot of information

- some of it helpful, some of it not.  I found they knew a lot about

deadlines for applications and rumors about how the interviews work at

different schools.  Also take a look at http://www.studentdoctor.net/ as it

has a number of resources available to students.

Hope this helps!

Daniel Demsey

Sci'08

On 7/22/08 10:27 AM, "Neufeld Ronald" <ron.neufeld@chee.queensu.ca> wrote:

Hi Daniel,

Do you have any advice for students entering chee or ench, and are

wanting to keep their options open to the possibility of going into

medicine on graduation. Was there anything that you did, or felt that

you should have done, that would have strengthened your chances to

get into medicine? For example, did you take biol 102/103 or not?...

did you have some relevant volunteer or work experience that you felt

made a difference... and so on.

Any advice you have would be helpful.

Thanks,

Ron Neufeld

On 29-Jun-08, at 9:16 PM, Daniel Demsey wrote:

Dr. Neufeld,

Just writing to let you know that I've been accepted into the Queen's

Medicine program.  Please feel free to pass on my contact to any

chem eng

students who are interested in pursuing this route.

Hope you're having a good summer,

Daniel Demsey
